
An	address	made	by	Neil	Kaplan	Qc	on	the	occasion	of	GAR	
awarding	a	lifetime	achievement	award	to	Arthur	Marriott	QC	to 
recognise	his	long	standing	service	as	one	of	the	leading	figures	

in	international	arbitration	and	dispute	resolution	
	
ARTHUR	MARRIOTT	QC	
	
It	 is	 a	 privilege	 and	 an	 honour	 to	 be	 asked	 to	 introduce	 this	 year’s	
recipient	of	the	GAR	LIFETIME	ACHIEVEMENT	AWARD.	
	
In	 cricket	 a	 hat	 trick	 is	 thought	 to	 be	 significant,	 tonight	 Arthur	
achieves	a	hat	trick	too.	Not	long	ago	Arbitral	Women	presented	him	
with	 an	 award	 for	 supporting	 and	 promoting	 women	 -	 in	 dispute	
resolution.	 	 	 Not	 long	 before	 that	 the	 Chartered	 Institute	 of	
Arbitrators	named	a	room	after	Arthur	at	its	Bloomsbury	Square	HQ.		
		
You	 know	 Arthur	 you	 cannot	 go	 on	 like	 this.	 	 are	 cornering	 the	
market	for	awards.	
	
I	have	known	was	that	since	the	late	60’s	or	early	70’s	when	he	had	
the	good	sense	to	brief	senior	members	of	my	London	chambers.		
	
In	the	mid	to	late	70’s	he	spent	much	time	in	Hong	Kong	long	before	
Hong	Kong,	ever	came	on	to	my	radar.	
	
Arthur	was	admitted	a	solicitor	in	England	and	Wales	in	1966	and	he	
has	been	a	major	force	in	dispute	resolution	ever	since.	
	
Ties	that	is	a	salutary	exercise	to	make	a	speech	like	this	because	you	
learn	 things	 about	 a	 dear	 friend	 during	 your	 researches	 that	 you	
never	knew	before.		
	
Arthur	was	born	in	Blantyre	 in	Scotland	and	until	 the	family	moved	
to	 England	 in	 1948	 he	 spoke	 with	 a	 Scottish	 accent.	 Arthur	 was	 a	
good	student	of	history	and	German,	but	not	so	good	at	mathematics,	
this	 clearly	marked	him	out	 for	 the	 law.	One	of	his	 teachers	 said	of	
him	when	in	the	6th	 form	“I	wish	I	knew	as	much	about	anything	as	
Arthur	knows	about	everything”	-	plus	ca	change.	
	
The	 very	 shortly	 after	 the	 war	 Arthur’s	 family	 began	 to	 receive	
visitors	from	Germany.	An	example	was	a	group	of	Social	Democrats	
from	the	Rhineland	who	came	to	study	local	government.	This	led	to	



visits	 to	 Germany	 and	 Arthur	 excelled	 in	 that.	When	 he	was	 14	 he	
went	 as	 an	 exchange	 student	 to	 berlin	 and	 in	 his	 lower	 6th	 year	 he	
spent	several	months	at	school	in	Bayreuth	living	with	a	family.	This	
ensured	his	fluency	in	German	and	no	doubt	his	love	of	opera.		
	
Politics	 ran	 in	 the	 family.	 	 Arthur’s	 maternal	 grandmother	 was	 a	
suffragette	 in	 Glasgow	who	 was	 one	 of	 the	 first	 women	 to	 get	 the	
vote	at	 the	1918	general	election.	Arthur’s	 father	was	a	 trade	union	
official	and	a	Councilor	 in	Lambeth.	This	probably	explains	Arthur’s	
interest	in	and	knowledge	of	politics	and	political	history.			
	
What	you	might	not	know	 is	 that	he	nearly	became	a	 candidate	 for	
Parliament	 and	 thus	 I	 am	 sure	 that	 Arthur	 can	 be	 described	 as	 the	
best	MP	we	never	had.	It	is	fitting	to	recall	this	on	election	night.		
	
One	 of	 Arthur’s	 greatest	 assets	 is	 his	 enthusiasm	 and	 single	
mindedness	for	ideas	he	has	hatched.	In	the	words	of	his	friend	and	
co-author,	henry	brown,	he	has	a	strong	sense	of	justice	and	fairness	
and	 a	 strong	 desire	 to	 make	 things	 better	 for	 his	 colleagues,	 his	
family	and	society.	
	
During	his	 time	 in	Hong	Kong	he	 encountered	much	dissatisfaction	
from	 contractors	 about	 delays	 in	 getting	 their	 money	 especially	 in	
government	 contracts.	He	 came	up	with	 a	mediation	 scheme	which	
the	 government	 would	 only	 use	 on	 a	 voluntary	 basis.	 However,	 it	
became	 so	 successful	 that	 in	 Kong	 and	 in	 other	 jurisdictions	
mediation	has	become	firmly	imbedded	in	the	legal	system.	
	
Henry	Brown	was	 asked	by	Arthur	 to	 arrange	 a	mediation	 training	
programme	in	Hong	Kong.	Henry	ran	it	with	Eric	Green	from	Boston	
University.		Henry	needed	to	visit	Boston	to	plan	the	event	with	Eric	
and	 Arthur	 was	 supposed	 to	 attend.	 However,	 he	 got	 detained	 in	
London	 but	 he	 took	 Concord	 next	morning	 and	made	 the	meeting.	
don’t	we	all	miss	Concord!	
	
In	 1991	 Arthur	 and	 Henry	 collaborated	 on	 ADR	 Principles	 and	
Practice.	At	that	time	there	was	hardly	any	literature	on	that	topic	in	
the	UK	context.	Is	that	book	was	published	in	1993	and	was	a	success	
and	a	second	edition	came	out	in	1999	and	a	third	in	2011.	
	
Johnny	 Veeder	 recalls	 meeting	 Arthur	 at	 about	 the	 time	 that	 it	
became	clear	that	the	Departmental	Advisory	Committee	were	going	



to	advise	against	the	adoption	of	the	UNCITRAL	Model	Law.	This	they	
did	in	1989.	
	
Arthur	was	 convinced	 that	we	needed	a	new	arbitration	act	or	 else	
London	would	 lose	 its	competitive	edge.	 Is	 that	gathered	together	a	
small	group	of	boys	that	practitioners	who	agitated	the	government	
for	a	new	act.	Fortunately	they	were	able	to	raise	some	money.	
	
When	 the	DAC	 that	 recommended	 rejection	 of	 the	Model	 Law	 they	
included	 in	 para	 108	 a	 suggestion	 for	 a	 modest	 attempt	 at	 new	
legislation.	 They	 suggested	 a	 private	 bill	 to	 be	 supported	 by	
government	but	to	be	funded	privately.	
	
Arthur	then	retained	the	services	of	to	help	draft	the	appropriate	bill.	
as	 lies	 that	 recalls	 the	 draft	 bill	 was	 more	 ambitious	 than	 the	
department	 had	 anticipated	 and	 there	 was	 soon	 trouble	 with	
parliamentary	counsel.	
	
Lord	Mustill,	whose	passing	at	the	end	of	April	we	all	mourn,	handed	
over	 chairmanship	 to	 Lord	 Justice	 Steyn.	 	 A	 change	 of	 attitude	
occurred	 and	 the	plan	was	now	 for	 a	much	more	 ambitious	 bill	 -	 a	
government	 bill,	 no	 longer	 private.	 Arthur	 and	 Johnny	 became	
members	of	the	DAC.	
	
This	 was	 the	 turning	 point	 without	which	 the	 1996	 Act	 would	 not	
have	 seen	 the	 light	 of	 day.	 	 Arthur	 was	 at	 the	 centre	 of	 it	 and	 as	
Johnny	muses	 Arthur	was	 our	 first	 arbitration	 politician.	 The	 1996	
Act	was	eventually	drafted	by	Mark	Saville	and	the	rest	is	history.	
	
But	 the	 important	 point	 is	 that	 without	 Arthur’s	 foresight	 and	
determination	none	of	this	would	have	occurred.	He	knew	what	was	
needed	 and	 he	 knew	 how	 to	 use	 the	 system	 to	 get	 it	 done.	 	 His	
relationship	with	Tom	Bingham	at	that	time	was	also	vital.	
	
Arthur’s	 achievements	 are	 many	 and	 varied	 but	 for	 assisting	 in	
getting	a	new	arbitration	act	on	the	statute	book	he	ensured	the	long	
term	prosperity	of	London	as	a	major	arbitral	venue.	
	
Arthur	loves	advocacy.	As	Paul	Cohen	recalls	he	drafts	and	speaks	in	
paragraphs.	On	one	occasion	an	attorney	general	asked	him	what	he	
intended	to	say	in	his	closing	speech.	 	Arthur	thought	for	a	moment	
and	 then	 launched	 into	 a	 30	 minute	 speech	 without	 repetition,	 or	



hesitation.		The	attorney	general	thought	for	a	few	minutes	and	said	
that	 he	 didn’t	 really	 like	 the	 drift	 and	 wondered	 whether	 Arthur	
could	 angle	 it	 slightly	 differently.	 	 Arthur	 thought	 for	 a	minute	 and	
said	well	 how	 about	 this	 and	 launched	 into	 another	 30	minutes	 of	
flawless	 advocacy.	No	wonder	 you	might	 think	 that	 a	 stenographer	
went	up	to	Arthur	one	day	after	an	impassioned	closing	and	said	you	
must	be	very	expensive	but	you	are	worth	every	penny.	
	
Even	 those	 who	 were	 subjected	 to	 a	 courteous	 but	 firm	 and	
devastating	 cross	 examination	 expressed	 their	 admiration	 for	 his	
master	class.		After	a	lunch	adjournment	one	of	his	victims	was	heard	
to	say	I	am	looking	forward	to	the	next	lesson	from	the	master.	
	
Arthur	 has	 always	 had	 good	 quotes.	 	We	 all	 recall	 him	 regaling	 us	
with	“Well	as	Lord	Roseberry	once	said	-	…”	some	have	tried	to	trace	
some	 of	 these	 gems	 but	 the	 search	 has	 been	 sometimes	 proved	
evasive.		More	good	advocacy.	
	
Daniel	 Gal	 recalls	 an	 occasion	 when	 his	 opponent	 had	 the	 lights	
turned	down	for	a	pp	presentation.		Arthur	complained	loudly	that	he	
could	 not	 see.	His	 opponent	 retorted	 that	 it	was	 just	 for	 the	mood.			
Arthur	bellowed	out	-	“I	have	not	come	here	to	make	love	to	you.”	
	
One	aspect	of	Arthur’s	character	that	many	of	us	have	experienced	is	
his	 generosity.	 Generosity	 of	 spirit,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 more	 tangible	
aspect.			
	
Arthur	has	always	been	a	patron	of	learning.		Not	only	has	he	brought	
on	 young	 lawyers	 and	 taught	 them	 by	 precept	 how	 to	 be	 good	
advocates	 and	 arbitrators	 but	 he	has	 fostered	 learning.	Many	 years	
ago	when	I	was	just	completing	my	first	book	on	arbitration	in	Kong	I	
heard	Sir	Ninian	Stephen	give	a	speech	on	the	history	of	arbitration.	I	
had	 no	 idea	 arbitration	 had	 such	 ancient	 origins	 so	 i	 asked	 Derek	
Roebuck,	a	fine	legal	historian	to	write	me	a	30	page	chapter	on	the	
history	of	arbitration.	 	This	started	Derek	on	a	long	25	year	journey	
recording	the	history	of	arbitration	from	Egyptian,	Greek	and	Roman	
times	up	to	his	recent	fascinating	volume	of	dispute	resolution	in	the	
reign	of	Elizabeth	1.	
	
Arthur	was	 generous	 enough	 to	 provide	 finance	 for	 the	 volume	 on	
early	 English	 arbitration	 in	 2008	 and	 arbitration	 and	mediation	 in	
the	Middle	Ages	in	2013.	



	
Bearing	 in	 mind	 all	 Arthur’s	 achievements	 it	 was	 no	 surprise	 and	
greatly	welcomed	that	Arthur	and	Lawrence	Collins	became	the	first	
solicitor	 Queens	 Counsel	 in	 1997	 and	 they	 started	 a	 trend.	 	 This	
honour	 gave	 him	 much	 deserved	 satisfaction.	 	 I	 know	 that	 Arthur	
greatly	enjoyed	working	in	Grays	Inn	and	was	delighted	when	made	a	
Bencher	of	the	Inn.		
	
We	are	all	of	course	saddened	by	your	illness	but	it	has	been	a	great	
comfort	 to	 you	 I	 know	 	 that	 you	 have	 	 been	 surrounded	 	 and	
supported	by	your	large	family	of	sister	Grace	tonight,	2	daughters,		6	
grandchildren	and	one	great	grandchild.			
	
Arthur	you	have	enjoyed	a	stellar	career,	imparted	much	learning	to	
those	with	whom	you	have	worked,	you	have	given	strong	support	to	
your	family	and	you	have	been	a	true	friend	to	many.	
	
And	so	 I	 call	on	David	Samuels	 to	make	 this	well-deserved	Lifetime	
Achievement	Award	on	behalf	of	GAR.	
	
NEIL	KAPLAN	CBE	QC	SBS	
7	May	2015		


